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TITLE: FIELD TRIAGE OF THE TRAUMA PATIENT 

 
POLICY STATEMENT: 

 

Triage has been defined as the classification of patients according to medical need.  Field triage requires 
EMS personnel to make an estimation of injury severity and match patient needs with available resources. 

 
GOAL/PURPOSE: 

 

The goal of triage is prompt and appropriate treatment, at a facility with capabilities for optimal care of the 
individual’s injuries. 

 
POLICY: 

 
A. The Trauma Field Triage Criteria as created by the committee on Trauma of the American College of 

Surgeons, 1993, and by the American College of Emergency Physicians, “Trauma Care System 
Guidelines” 1992, has been adapted for use in Region 2.  Any patient who meets the ACS guidelines 
for field triage, as defined, will be considered to have entered the Trauma System.  

 
B. TRANSPORT TIME LESS THAN 25 MINUTES:  Any trauma patient who meets the following 

criteria shall be transported to the closest Trauma Center. 
 
C. TRANSPORT TIME GREATER THAN 30 MINUTES:  Any trauma patient who meets the following 

criteria with a transport time greater than 30 minutes to a Trauma Center or to an affiliate trauma 
hospital, transport to the nearest hospital. 

 
D. TRANSPORT  TIME  GREATER  THAT  45  MINUTES:  Any  trauma  patient  who  meets  the 

following criteria with a transport time greater than 45 minutes to a Trauma Center or to an affiliate  
trauma hospital in a rural area where there is no comprehensive hospital available, transport to the 
nearest hospital. 

 
E. Field Triage Medical/Legal Considerations. 

• If patient is unconscious and meets ACS Trauma Field Triage Criteria, the patient shall be 
taken to a Level I or II Trauma Center. 

• If a patient has an altered level of consciousness and meets ACS Trauma Field Triage Criteria, 
the patient shall be taken to a Level I or II Trauma Center. 

• If an adult patient is alert and oriented to person, place and time with stable vital signs, refer 
to the Patient Hospital Preference policy.  

• In the case of a Minor or an Incompetent Adult patient, and a guardian or person with the 
Power of Attorney for Healthcare is present at the emergency scene, that person can provide 
the Informed Consent for the patient to be transported to the appropriate facility according to 
the ACS Trauma Field Triage Criteria. Also refer to the Patient Hospital Preference policy.  
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• If there are any questions regarding the patient’s status, treatment or destination, the EMS 
provider must contact the Medical Control Physician. 

• ACS strongly recommends that pre-hospital care providers inform the patient, the patient’s 
legal guardian or Power of Attorney for Healthcare, or the patient’s family member(s) of the 
appropriate Trauma Center care availability and capability. The patient’s choice, the 
patient’s legal guardian or Power of Attorney for Healthcare choice of receiving hospital shall 
be documented. 

 
F. If the more distant hospital is full or is on Trauma Center bypass, the patient shall be transported to 

the nearest hospital. 
 
G. Advocate BroMenn Medical Center and OSF St. Joseph Medical Center are designated Level 

II Trauma Centers by the State of Illinois, Department of Public Health.  If either facility has 
determined the need to initiate Trauma Center bypass, the respective Medical Control Physician, 
after proper notification, shall have all ambulances with trauma patients diverted to other hospital 
emergency departments.  Both hospitals comply with the REGION 2 Emergency Department 
Trauma Center Bypass Policy.  Refer to the Trauma Center Bypass policy. 
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Total GCS Points = C 
 

13 - 15 = 4 
9 - 12 = 3 
6 - 8 = 2 
4 - 5 = 1 
1 - 3 = 0 

 
Trauma Score 

(Total Points A+B+C) 

  

  

  

 

Obeys Commands 6 
Localizes (pain) 5 
Withdraw (pain) 4 
Flexion (pain) 3 
Extension (pain) 2 
None 1 
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PATIENT NAME: _____________________________ 
DATE: _____________________________________ 
 

REVISED TRAUMA SCORE (RTS) 
(Revised 
1989) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. Systolic Blood Pressure 90 or greater 4 
  76-89 3 
  50-75 2 
  1-49 1 
  None 0 

B. Respiratory Rate 10-29 4 
  30 or greater 3 
  6-9 2 
  1-5 1 
  None 0 

C. Glasgow Coma Scale 
1.  Eye Opening Response 

Spontaneous 

 
 
 

4 

 

 To Voice 3  
 To Pain 2  
 None 1  
 2.  Best Verbal Response 

Oriented 

 
 

5 
 

 Confused 4  
 Inappropriate Words 3  
 Incomprehensible Sounds 2  
 None 1  

 

3.  Best Motor Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


